CHAPTER XLI
MOTHER-KIN  AND MOTHER GODDESSES
ELSEWHERE I have discussed the system of mother-kin in
its relation to the worship of the great Oriental goddesses,
and have expressed a doubt whether the system of mother-
kin, that is, the system which traces relationship through the
mother instead of through the father, is ever found in con-
junction with a system of gynocracy, that is a system in which
the men are ruled by the women.1 However, a system of pure
gynocracy is reported to exist among the Valovale of South
Africa, a tribe of the Marotse or Barotse nation. I will
transcribe the report without attempting to estimate its value.
" The system by which the local rulers of the tribe (the Valo-
vale) is supplied is interesting. It is a pure gynocracy, and
as such is probably unique. In most parts of Africa woman
is practically a slave, a mere drudge. She tills the soil and
ministers to the wants of her lord and master man, who, in
many tribes, will not demean himself by taking his meals
with her. Here, however, we find her in a position of power
and honour surpassing even the most sanguine aspirations of
the advocates of women's ' rights ' at home. All' princesses
of the blood ' are chieftainesses in their own right; their
female progeny inherit their rights in perpetuity so long as
they owe their origin to the women of the line. The son of
a chieftainess is a chief, but here the connection with the
aristocracy ceases, for neither his sons nor his daughters
inherit his rights; they become mere subjects. Doubtless the
very depraved moral condition of these people has given
birth to the system, for it is a very wise Kalovale who can
point with certainty to his own father, whereas he no doubt
has less difficulty in arriving at a reliable conclusion where
his maternal origin is concerned." a
1 Adams, Attis, Osiris, ii. 207 sq.        South to North  (London and New
1 A. St  H   Gibbons,' Africa from     York, 1904), pp. 7 sqq.
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